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Sarcoma, Osteoma, Poammoma, Carcinoma, Choicstcatoma, etc.; { 2 ) 
the Ciranulomata and (j) tumors of parasitic origin. He lays some 
stress upon the ditlcrential diagnosis of glioma and sarcoma, the 
former arising, lie says, from neuroglia tissue, the latter being of 
ectodermal origin. 1 lie second chapter deals with the occurrence 
and etiology of tumors, and here as an etiological factor the influence 
of trauma is carefully considered, the author inclining to a negative 
view with reference to this factor. The following chapters on the 
general action of tumors and the symptomatology, both general and 
local, are especially full and valuable. Here optic atrophy is reck¬ 
oned as the most constant and important of the general symptoms of 
brain tumor, (if more than general value is the portioh of this chap¬ 
ter bearing upon the localization of brain tumors, which in the 
author's experience was possible in at least 8o per cent, of all his 
cases. In the descriptions of cerebellar tumors with cerebellar ataxia 
the author distinguishes two types, those presenting Romberg’s 
sign and those which do not. In chapter seven on the surgical treat¬ 
ment of brain tumors Bruns would seem to show anything but an 
optimistic feeling, in that his own experience has given few, if any, 
satisfactory results, yet he shows a broadmindedness in his hearty 
support of operative interference in tumors which can be well local¬ 
ized and diagnosed. 

The second portion of the book on tumors of the spinal cord is 
ns accurate and careful as the first. Here operative treatment shows 
far better results. 

The third portion, on tumors of the nerves and the nerve plexuses, 
is treated of in some thirty pages. The pathological anatomy, occur¬ 
rence, symptoms, prognosis, diagnosis and therapy are clearly and 
fully set forth. 

The work is sparingly though well illustrated, and as a work for 
study and reference has no equal. Jki.i.ifkk. 

Lies iivnKoi ki'iiai.iks. l’ar le Doetcur Leon d'Astros. Modocin des 

hopitaux do Marseille. Paris, (1, Steinhcil, Kditcur, 18 <jS. 

D’Astros has written a voluminous treatise on hydrocephalus 
which is useful as giving a survey of the whole field rather than as 
contributing anything new to our knowledge of this somewhat obscure 
subject. In fact, after a rather careful search through the book, we 
must confess to a feeling of disappointment that we have not learned 
more that is new about the moot points of hydrocephalus. The book 
has simply taken us over the ground and presented us with a resume 
of facts and opinions. In this sense it is a useful work, both for study 
and for reference, but it is not a work of much originality. 

The author has evidently been a careful student and investigator 
.of cerebral pathology. lie is a painstaking examiner, and leaves no 
detail unexplored. Thus he gives not only anatomical findings, but 
also the chemical constituents of the eerebro-spinal fluid as a means 
•of differentiation between the several forms of hydrocephalus. By 
lumbar puncture he not only secures this fluid, but he also estimates 
the degree of intraventricular pressure—an exact procedure which we 
imagine is not very generally resorted to by clinicians. 

D’Astros practically limits the term hydrocephalus to the chronic 
internal variety of the older authors, i. e., an effusion of fluid in the 
ventricles, distending them and. as a secondary consequence, dis¬ 
tending the cranium. This effusion, of course, spreads to the sub¬ 
arachnoid space, unless some of the natural foramina of the ventricles 
are pathologically closed. An external hydrocephalus in the older 
-ense, i. e., an effusion limited to the subarachnoid space, but not com- 
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immiratiug with the ventricles, must be, in the author's opinion, 
ex’renitly rare, for reasons that are easily apparent to every one. 
Hence he views with disfavor an attempt to describe an external hy¬ 
drocephalus in the older sense. This- term, if admitted at all, should 
be used for those very rare cases in which the effusion is subdural, 
and does not communicate at all with the ventricular-arachnoid sac. 
In such cases, of course, the condition is radically distinct from hydro¬ 
cephalus as ordinarily understood. 

Beginning thus with a clear definition of his subject, d'Astros 
takes up seriatim all the various morbid states that cause or are asso¬ 
ciated with effusion into the ventricles. 

Congenital hydrocephalus is admittedly the most characteristic 
and at the same time the most obscure form of the disease. The 
author distinguishes a true teratological and a pathological variety, 
but the distinction is not satisfactory, for even in the teratological 
form there must be practically something pathological, since this form 
arises from errors in the development of the embryo that are essen¬ 
tially morbid. This is shown by the fact that this variety is often 
associated with spina bifida and encephalocele. In fact, the hydro¬ 
cephalus is probably due, just as is spina bifida, to a faulty develop¬ 
ment of the walls of the primitive neural tube in the embryo. It is 
here especially that we need new light on the radical causation of 
hydrocephalus, and the author, in common with others, fails to give 
such light. This is a chapter in embryonal pathology that is still 
uncompleted. 

Among the various causes of acquired hydrocephalus (post-natal) 
d’Astros recognizes certain infections, rachitis, serous meningitis, 
gross lesions, such as tumors, tuberculosis, and hereditary syphilis. 
These causes act to produce ventricular effusion in one of two ways, 
either by stasis or by irritation. Stasis may be venous or lymphatic. 
Irritation acts especially in the vessels of the choroid plexus or in the 
ependyma. Effusion from a mere blocking up of the foramina of 
the ventricles (the foramen of Monro, the aqueduct of Sylvius, or the 
foramen of Magendie) is not accepted without great reserve by the 
author, for, as he says truly, any lesion acting to obstruct these 
natural orifices would probably act also to obstruct the venous out¬ 
flow. This obstruction of the veins and lymphatics is a much more 
probable cause of effusion than a mere obstruction of the various 
foramina of the ventricles, through which the circulation of the 
cerebrospinal fluid is probably not very active. 

Quincke’s view of a serous meningitis is criticized by d’Astros, 
who does not altogether deny the existence of tljis disease, but very 
properly points out that in some recorded cases, including those of 
Quincke himself, the lesion is susceptible of other explanations, as, 
for instance, the action of tubercles or some other infection. 

D’Astros concludes his book with a chapter on treatment, in 
which he reviews especially the various surgical procedures that have 
been advised for the relief of hydrocephalus. This is an especially 
important chapter for those who are interested in the surgical aspects 
of the subject, as it presents a complete view of this somewhat forlorn 
field of practice. James Hendkie Lloyd. 

Festschrift am.afsslicii des kunfziojaehrmen Bestehens her Pko- 
vin/.iai.-Ikren-Anstalt zu Nieti.eben hei Ham.*. A. S. Von friih- 
eren und jetzigen Aertzten der Anstalt. F. C. W. Vogel, Leip¬ 
zig. 1897. 

This volume contains a number of contributions to psychiatry, 
both interesting and able, by alienists of international reputation. 



